ITER

LITERACY
WEEK
HERALDED A
SUCCESS BY
ALL!

SKERRIES EDUCATE TOGETHER
LOVE LITERACY WEEK 2017
Love Literacy Week ran from
Monday 23rd to Friday 27th
January 2017. All week
students were treated to an
exciting range of literary treats
- from author visits to book
buffets, from DEAR time to
Buddy Reading. The week
culminated in a Creative
Writing competition, in which
all the children entered.
Prizegiving took place at the
Parents’ Assemblies on

Friday 3rd Februrary. On this
day,
the
halla
was
transformed for the occasion
into
Hogwarts
Educate
Together.
Wizards
and
warlocks
and
witches
abounded! And what spells
the young writers cast on our
Judges! The winners’ stories
will work their magic on you
too – they are reprinted here
in this special edition of the
Daily Prophet!

DROP
EVERYTHING
AND READ!!

BOOK BUFFET

Every day for a week the
intercom would unexpectedly
be taken over by young voices
giving the DEAR time signal.
(Drop Everything And Read).
For ten magical minutes the
whole school stepped into the
wonderful world of books….oh
the silence!

5th and 6th were invited to a
Book Buffet where they
sampled a wide variety of
genres
ranging
from
historical fiction to fantasy,
classics to science fiction,
adventure to humour.

AUTHOR VISITS:
Early in the week, Skerries’ youngest local
author, Conall O’Dowd, came to chat with
6th class about his recently published
novel, Adventures in Willoga.
Shane
Hegarty regaled 2nd to 6th class children
with inspirational accounts of story writing
as he described the intriguing influences
behind his famous Darkmouth stories.
Niamh Sharkey, a well-loved author and
illustrator, captivated our junior classes as
she invited them to help her draw a weird
and wonderful monster. Large rolls of
paper filled the hall and our budding
illustrators lay on the floor for a Monster
Doodle, drawing some of the most amazing
monsters Skerries has ever seen!!

BUDDY
READING
Buddy reading was a huge
success with older children
pairing up with the little ones
to enjoy the wonder of books
together in our delightful forest
themed library.

LITERACY
ACTIVITIES
All through the week, the
classes came up with their own
literacy- based activities. One of
the senior infant classes
followed Little Red Hen’s
cupcake recipe.
They also
wrote out their own arty pizza
recipe and then created their
pizza using a variety of junk art.
6th
class
enjoyed
an
introduction to script-writing
given by a parent. They wrote a
wonderfully imaginative scene
about Vlad the Ugly Vampire
and
Snowflake
the
Evil
Unicorn. (Maybe) coming to
cinemas soon…
3rd and 4th classes got together
to write one huge fantasy story.
One
class
wrote
the
introduction, the next class
wrote the development and the
next class wrote the conclusion.
With a magical theme this story
was a must for our Hogwarts
Assembly and was read out
proudly and clearly by some of
the children to a packed hall of
wizards. The finished story is
on the next page of this very
publication!!

3rd & 4th CLASS’ STORY
This is a story about a devious
boy called Max who was a
student of Hogwarts Educate
Together.
Hogwarts’s Educate Together
was no ordinary school. The
children
studied
shape
shifting in Maths, they learned
to ride brooms in PE. During
Science lessons the students
were
taught
to
teleport
themselves to different parts of
the school and brew up some
spooky potions that would
make your teachers explode.
Geography classes at times
were ferociously dangerous as
the children were learning to
tame unicorns and mythical
creatures.
The teachers paraded around
in cloaks that looked very
suspiciously like dressing
gowns. The pupils of Hogwarts
had to wear colour changing
clothes that changed from blue
to black depending on how
well behaved you were.
Max was 12 years old and
entering his Final year in
Hogwarts. Max’s eyes were as
blue as spider’s blood and his
hair was as grey a stormy sky.

He was small but had a huge
hidden power. Max was able
to mind read. He could read
your thoughts without you
even knowing.
One very memorable day Max
was
walking
past
the
principal’s office when he
overheard
a
very
juicy
thought. The principal was
thinking about a new secret
room he had built which no
one knew about. This room
was so special because there
was a legendary potion
inside. This toxic potion had
the potential to grant eternal
life to the drinker and make
them the most powerful
wizard of all time.
The danger here was that
Hogwarts principal was a
very, very evil man. He had
been known to get so angry
that he summoned a black
hole for children on a time
out. He also hung children
upside down when their
clothes turned dark blue. The
times when children’s clothes
turned black he was known
to keep children locked in a
dungeon for the rest of the
school day. If Mister Grump

drank this potion the world
would be doomed.
Max decided to investigate this
secret room by himself on a
foggy, dark winter’s night. He
turned himself into a mole so
he could dig his way into the
room as it was locked.
When Max arrived in the secret
room he saw the ultimate
potion sitting on a diamond
table. He leaped onto the shiny
table and as he went to grab it
he heard footsteps coming
from outside. Max ran behind
the table as the principal
skipped happily inside but not
before Max replaced the toxic
potion with a similar coloured
bottle which was filled with
glue.
Mister Grump walked slowly
towards the potion on the
sparkly table that was now
filled with glue. The principal

picked up the fake potion and
hid it in his cloak. He stiffly
walked back towards his
office and hid it in his drawer.
Meanwhile Max was thinking
about to do with this strange
potion. Should he drink it,
should he smash it or should
hide he it? Max suddenly
remembered
this
potion
would be toxic if the wrong
person got hold of it so he
decided to hide the potion for
good. He dug a hole under the
secret room in hope it was
never found again.
A few days later the principal
was found extremely ill and
for some unknown reason he
couldn’t speak. No one knows
to this day why he never
spoke again.
However there is one boy who
does and so do YOU too.

The boys and girls of 3rd and 4th Class reading their story…

PARENTS’ DAY
The final day of Literacy
Week was Parents Day – a
real highlight to the week as
parents joined their children
in their classrooms for lots
of fun literacy games,
exploring fairy tale sacks,
storytelling, story writing
and much more.

Who had
more fun –
the parents
or the kids?

CREATIVE WRITING
COMPETITION
All during the week in school
the children, wrote stories for
the
Creative
Writing
Competition.
Paired work,
group
work,
independent
work, drawing, discussion
groups, any topic, any genre –
the sky was the limit and as
imaginations blossomed and
creativity shone, teachers and
parents were truly blown away
by the stories produced by our
young
authors
and
illustrators. The brainchild of
our wonderful Parent Teacher
Association
the
Creative
Writing competition is going
from strength to strength and
the staff in the school are very
grateful to the parent reps for
judging and awarding the
prizes and certificates.
Here are the winners (first
names only):
Tom’s Junior Infant Class:
Winner: Kyle.
Highly Commended: Noah,
James, Wesli, Oskar, Molly,
Maggie, Kitija, Cillian, Lucia.
Louise’s Junior Infant Class:
Winner: Harley
Highly Commended: Lukas,
Oscar, Dan, Alannah, Emma,
Lily, Ruby, Isobel, Cael, Aga.

Sinead’s Senior Inf class:
Winner: Molly
Highly Commended: Roisin,
Christvi-Nsingi, Mia, Klara,
Joseph, Paula, Leala, Cian,
Nathan.
Lauren’s Senior Inf class:
Winner: Mia
Highly Commended: Molly,
Isabelle, Noa, Emily, Mia,
Fiona, Laura, Aoibheann,
Maria, Lewis.
Jenny’s 1st class:
Winner: Aoife
Highly Commended: Lucy,
Nadia,
Markas,
Oliver,
Krysztof,
Finley,
Daniel,
Padraic, Alex.
Sheila’s 1st class:
Winner: Fionn
Highly Commended: Cian,
Eimear, Declan, Faustian,
Grace, Conor, Callum, Julia,
Emma.
Laoise’s 2nd class:
Winner: Aoife
Highly Commended: Aaron,
Naomi,
Mara,
Greta,
Mathilde, Jaida, Eleanor,
Alex, Anna.

Eleanor’s 2nd/3rd Class:
2nd Class Winner: Ruby
Highly Commended: Orla,
Blaithin, Katie, Jane
3rd Class Winner: Finn
Highly Commended: Mia,
Emily, Alisa, Nico.
Dara’s 3rd Class:
Winner: Esme
Highly Commended: Jonah,
Alina, Joe, Aisling, Emma,
Delta, Beibhinn, Lucia, Luke,
Benjamin, Daniel, Finn
Audrey’s 4th Class:
Winners: Mollie, Sonora
Highly Commended: Keva,
Muhammad, Jack, Darragh,
Valerya, Brandon, Lorcan,
Caoilte

Sylvia’s 5th Class:
Winners: Abby, Luca
Highly Commended: Lucy,
Nathan, Lydia, Liam, Finn,
Aaron, Gabriela, Viktorija.
Alison’s 6th Class:
Winners: Emily, Kate.
Highly Commended: Maia,
Evelyn & Courtney, Kieron &
Eoin,
Melody,
Corneil,
Jennifer,
Taylor,
Danny,
Jessica, Laura & Eimear.
Please take some time to
enjoy the winning stories at
the end of this publication….

HOGWARTS ASSEMBLY
It all came to a wonderful climax when
our school transformed into Hogwarts
Educate Together for both our Junior
and Senior Assemblies. Amidst wizard
hats, stripy ties, wands, lightning bolts
and of course black rimmed glasses,
Dumbledore, Minerva and all the other
professors welcomed our young wizards
and their parents into the sports hall for
an exciting ‘creative writing’ prize giving
assembly. Enjoy the photos!

WINNING STORIES
Now sit back, put your feet up and enjoy the wonderful
imaginations of the children of Skerries Educate Together N.S!!
Winner Tom’s Junior Infant Class – Kyle

Winner Louise’s Junior Infant Class – Harley

Winner Sinead’s Senior Infant Class – Molly

Winner Lauren’s Senior Infant Class – Mia

Winner Jenny’s 1st Class – Aoife

Winner Sheila’s 1st Class – Fionn

Winner Laoise’s 2nd Class – Aoife

Winner Eleanor’s 2nd Class – Ruby

Winner Eleanor’s 3rd Class – Finn

Winner Dara’s 3rd Class – Esme

Winners Audrey’s 4th Class:
Mollie

Sonora

Winners Sylvia’s 5th Class:
Abby

Luca

Winners Alison’s 6th Class:
Emily

Kate

