NEWSLETTER
Hi Everybody,
Greetings to all children, parents and staff. I‘m
sure everybody is looking forward to our
holidays! At the moment here in school there
are some fantastic concerts taking place in
many classes. It’s really great to see so many
parents taking the time to come and see the
children performing. This adds to the special
atmosphere and it’s also very enjoyable for me
to sit in and watch the performances. Well done
to all of those entertaining children. You’re
great!
It’s hard to believe that so much of the school
year has already passed and that we are at this
part of the year already. A lot of work has been
done this term looking at ways to recognise and
stand up to bullying. Also, there has been a
great focus on friendship and how important
this is in our lives. At the same time children
have been working hard at the normal subjects
on the school curriculum. Imagine - there are
eleven subjects altogether – Maths, Gaeilge,
English, P.E., SPHE, Music, Art, History,
Geography, Science and Learn Together! I know
I can tell all parents that the children have been
engaging and working well in all of these areas
in the past term. In fact, we are so pleased with
their work that we feel we would like to show it
off a bit. This is why we have decided to have an

Open Day on Saturday 21st January. We will
invite everybody from Skerries to our school on
that day and hope that they will come.
Between now and then we will be choosing
examples of work and learning around the school
to display. We might even film some classes in
action just to make it as interesting as possible.
So, busy times ahead for all! Please tell any
friends or neighbours about our Open Day and
encourage them to come along. Between now
and then, of course, we have our holidays. For all
who celebrate it may I wish you a very Happy
Christmas. Have a great break everybody and a
very Happy New Year!

Tomás

School closes on Thurs 22nd December at
11.40am for the Winter break and reopens
on Monday 9th January 2016 at 8.30am.
Have a wonderful break!

2nd Class News
This term we have been very busy learning all
about new things, and making our learning
grow.
In October, we learned all about how bees
make honey. We even had a box of worker
bees come visit us in our classroom. After this
we all did some writing about ‘The day the
bees came to school’.
We couldn’t believe how noisy the bees were!
In science, we spent time looking at wind and
how it can be both a positive and a negative
force. To test our new thinking, we made our
own anemometers using cups, pencils and
straws.

As Judaism was our religion to study for this
term, we have spent a lot of time learning all
about the different festivals of the Jewish
religion. We have studied Shabbat and wrote
diary entries, we learned about Rosh Hashanah
and made 3-d apples to represent the Jewish
hope for a sweet new year. Take a look below.
Not only this but we have explored the Hindu
festival of Diwali and we made our own lanterns
to symbolise Diwali as a festival of light.
Take a look at some of the photos below to see
what we've been up to.

Eleanor

6th Class News
So far in 6th class we covered a wide range of
interesting topics from Banksy to Kandinsky
and from Kandinsky to physics.

our wonderful teacher Alison provided us so we
can ace our entrance exams and give our
fantastic school a fantastic reputation!

Alison got our creative minds flowing by
setting us to learn about the demi-god
Heracles which we were able to do in comic
book form and a collection of short stories
which will be added to the school’s library.

Speaking of secondary school, near the start of
the year we toured Skerries Community College
to see what it is like.

We visited the National Concert Hall where we
learned about the links between Music and
Physics, we even got to craft our own
instruments.
This term we are learning about the Jewish
faith and the Jewish celebration ‘Hanukkah’
because in our school we respect all religions
and view them as equal.
We were very active this year with GAA and
Rugby we even got to play a tag rugby blitz,
both coaches gave us fantastic training.
Let’s not forget the wonderful teaching of
English, Irish, Maths and other subjects that

In November Sean Hogan, head of science club
came in and taught us about magnetism using
many fun experiments.
Everyone in 6th class worked hard and made an
artistic effort when painting art inspired by the
topic ‘Frame the Future’ for the charity
‘Sightsavers’ who help blind people every day,
whether it’s preventing blindness, curing it or
helping the incurable.
After all that hard work 6th class deserved a few
social events, such as Pumpkinfest and the
Christmas disco. At both events 6th class were a
big help.
So far this term has both been educational and
fun. We look forward to two more amazing terms
this year.
-6th Class collaborative writing.

Birthdays
AUGUST

Jonah
SEPTEMBER

Fia, Conor, Hugo, Lexi, Isabelle, Ewen, Jane, Finn, Grace, Fionn, Jennifer, Megija, Ailbhe, Julia, Cian,
Ignacy, Oskar, Cillian, Zaac, David, Mark, Finlay, Finn, Joseph, Molly, Dan, Aoife, Lara.
OCTOBER

Daniel, Gráinne, Alicia, Rebecca, Oisin, Zaina, Patrick, Bethany, Isaac, Lily, Delta, Oscar, Keren, Melody,
Mia, Jessica, Marko, Abigail, Emma-Kate, Orla, Leon, Miranda, Oliver, Molly, Dylan.
NOVEMBER

Luke, Aoibheann, Daniel, Rianna, Callum, Ananditha, Nico, Mollie, Alannah, Eleanor, Aidan, Joseph,
Laura, Jasleen, Mateusz, Lucia, Jack, Leni, Grace, Owen.
DECEMBER

Abby, Keva, Sophie, Daniel, Élodie, Darragh, Jonathan, Natasza, Matthew, Juela, Oisin, Sadhbh, Tymon,
Katie, Aaron, Colt, Roger.
,

Literacy Week 2017

“It is our choices… that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.”
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
(Albus Dumbledore)
Did you ever hear of Hogwarts Educate Together? Well on the 3rd February 2017 Skerries
Educate Together NS will magically transform into Hogwarts Educate Together NS for the
Parent Assemblies. Pop this date in your diary – it’s an event that should not be missed!!
On Friday 3rd February we are inviting all children, parents and staff to dress as Good Wizards
for our parent assemblies. Our school will transform into a place of fun and fantasy while
the Parent Teacher Association present prizes for the Creative Writing Competition 2017.
Literacy Week takes place in our school from 23rd to 27th January and the theme is Magic and
Good Wizardry. During this week children will take part in a variety of activities associated
with literacy. For example 6th class children will join our infants and Seolta children for lots
of reading and literacy fun and all the other classes will visit each other every day during the
week to take part in peer reading activities.
We will also have some authors visit our school for workshops and reading events. Parents
are invited to participate also and Friday 27th should see parents, staff and children enjoy lots
of literacy activities.
Children will also have the opportunity to write their Creative Writing masterpiece this week
in school. The Parent Teacher Association will collect all entries on Friday 27th January and
winners will be announced at our magical assemblies.
Jean, Dee, Jenny, Sinéad

Green School Committee Update
By Luca in 5th class
Hello from the Green Schools Committee!!!
This year we are going to be working towards
our Water Flag! As I’m sure some of you
know, last week the Committee went on a
trip to Dublin for a meeting with other
schools who are doing the water flag too! I
am not sure if I am allowed to tell you this
important information but cakes might have
been included!!
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
Saving Water. We talked about the fact that
you should NEVER flush anything down the
toilet except toilet paper. Everything else
really messes up Irish Water’s filtration
systems, especially cotton buds. Also, we
talked about how dual flush toilets are better
than normal toilets. If you have a non-dual

flush toilet you can fill a bottle with sand and put it
into the water-filled part of the cistern, which
makes the water level rise, so your toilets use
much less water than they usually would. And
always use showers instead of baths, but only for a
max of five minutes.
We will bring this to the school by (probably) doing
water-meter checks and figuring out how many
water-using appliances there are in the school.
And yes, teachers, this includes the staffroom
kettle! We will also (probably) be doing some
water themed events, but the details have yet to
be settled. Watch this space! And we’re going to
check the toilets for leaks, I (don’t) hope! Again,
watch this space!
If you have any suggestions to help us earn our
Water Flag this year please let us know!

Enrolments and
Enrolment Policy
Our school will be offering places to children for the following school year
soon after we return from our holidays. If any family wishes to apply for a place
for their child please do so as soon as possible.
Similarly, if you are aware of any families in the area who may be interested in enrolling their child at our
school, please advise them to make contact with the school immediately.
The Board of Management recently reviewed the school’s enrolment policy. The revised version is now
on the school website. The main changes that are now part of the policy are that children being enrolled
must be four years of age by 1st March in the year in which they are seeking to enrol.
Also, where applications for siblings are made offers of places will be made before moving on to other
applications from families with no children already in the school. Such applications must be made
however by 31st January of the relevant year.
Please see the policy itself for all relevant details. Just go to www.skerrieseducatetogether.ie and click
on the Enrolment tab.

Parent Teacher Association News
September to December 2016
We have seen a lot of changes since the start of
this current school year, the biggest one of all
being our reconstitution from a Parents’
Association to a Parent Teacher Association at the
AGM in October.
We have also said goodbye to a number of longserving Committee members, including Carmel,
Amelia, Aislinn and Aoife, all of whom have offered
their continued assistance by joining our PTA
Volunteer List. We’d like to thank them for all their
hard work and commitment over the years.
We have welcomed several new members onto the
Committee, not least our new Chairperson,
Margaret Dent; Communications Officer, Ciara
Boylan; Secretary, Joanne Martin; Treasurer, Sonya
Gallagher; Joe O’Brien; Ester Tobias; the two
parent representatives on the board of
management, Fiona McKay and Ashley Greene;
and our two teacher representatives, Alison
McGreevey and Sylvia Keirse. They all join reelected Committee members, Jennifer O’Reilly and
Deirdre McCrea (co-Vice Chairpeople); Suzannah
Lourenzo (Volunteer Co-ordinator); Anna Merritt,
Marie Teclaire Ndjatang Bibong and Yolaine Maillet
on our newly-expanded 16 person PTA Committee.
We have initiated a new Class Representatives
structure, to provide a direct line of
communication between parents within the school
community and the PTA Committee (of which
more later), and we have run a number of
successful events. No wonder we’re counting the
days to the end of term!
New Parents’ Events: We put on three events in
the first two weeks of term to welcome the new
parents into the school community. On the first
day of the new school year, we had a coffee
morning in the hálla. We also had two

information sessions for parents in early
September, to let them know all about the
Parents’ Association, and what we do.
Training sessions: we organised two sessions
with a National Parents’ Council trainer in
September: one for the PA committee
members, preparing for a possible transition to
a Parent Teacher Association structure; the
second was on the evening of Wednesday 21st
September, for parents of sixth class students,
preparing them for the transition to second
level.
Pub Quiz: thanks to Quiz Master extraordinaire,
Alan Daly, and to Ray and all the staff in the
Salty Dog, we ran a hugely enjoyable pub quiz
on Friday 23rd September. With 17 teams of
four competing, we raised €340, and had a
fantastic night out. What a great start it was to
the new school year!
Our inaugural Pumpkinfest Family Fun day and
craft fair took place throughout the afternoon
of Sunday 16th October, in the school grounds.
It was a great day. The event raised just over
€2,000, much of which is to be invested in
upgrading IT equipment within the school.
More details and loads of photos later!
The PA’s Annual General Meeting took place
on the evening of Thursday 27th October. At the
meeting, the PA finances for the school year
2015-16 were presented by Carmel Crowley.
The opening balance for the year was €3,738
(including €200 cash), and closing balance was
€1,321. During the course of the year, the PA
raised a total of approximately €12,000 via a
range of fundraising activities (including over
€8,000 from the Virtual Cycle) and earned
commissions (pupil insurance scheme and

school photographs). The PA donated
approximately €9,000 to the school for the
purchase of IT and other equipment, and a further
€4.7k was spent on a range of activities and
projects including the library, school
garden/playground, discos, St. Patrick’s Day
parade, 6th class graduation, short story
competition, and Hallowe’en Garden Party. A
further €1,040 was spent on general PA
administration and equipment costs.
The membership voted unanimously to
reconstitute as a PTA, and to adopt the draft PTA
constitution as its working document (which can be
downloaded at
http://www.skerrieseducatetogether.ie/parentsassociation/), and elected the Committee members
for the year ahead, as outlined above.
Christmas Cards: were organised, as in the past, as
a fundraiser for the school discos. A fantastic array
of seasonal artwork flooded in from every class in
the school. Many thanks to Aoife Hannon and
Joanne Martin for managing this process.
The School discos: took place on Friday 9th
December, with two separate discos – one for the
junior school, and one for 2nd class upwards. Great
fun was had by all, and particular thanks are due to
our fantastic DJ, Gavin Killen, and to Bryan
O’Connor, for lending us the PA equipment, and to
the many, many parents who volunteered their
time to help with supervision, serving
refreshments, security, and the clean up
afterwards. Photos below!
New playground equipment: has been purchased
again this term, to supplement the investment
made last year in the yard trolleys. The trolleys are
proving to be very popular, keeping the children
entertained and occupied at break times. The
newly established Outdoor Committee (consisting
of parents as well as teachers and staff within the
school) is now meeting regularly to plan the

the future development of the school grounds,
and to invest PTA funds that have been ringfenced for this purpose over the last couple of
years.

Polyhedrons and toy trolleys ready for use!!

Class representatives: The new class
representative structure is now up and running.
So, if you would like to get in touch with the
PTA for any reason, please talk to the class rep
for your child/children’s class(es). Just to
refresh your memory, the representatives for
each class are as follows:
Louise’s class: Ciara Boylan and Ester Tobias
Tom’s class: Deirdre McCrea
Lauren’s class: Joe O’Brien
Sinead’s class: Sonya Gallagher
Jenny’s class: Marie Teclaire Ndjatang Bibong
and Deirdre McCrea
Sheila’s class: Joanne Martin
Laoise’s class: Margaret Dent and Jennifer
O’Reilly
Eleanor’s class: Ciara Boylan
Dara’s class: Sonya Gallagher
Audrey’s class: Suzannah Lourenzo
Sylvia’s class: Anna Merritt
Alison’s class: Yolaine Maillet
Happy holidays, everyone, and see you next
term!

PUMPKINFEST 2016
What a day it was!! And what a line up of activities….Prizes for best costumes, a pumpkin-carving contest,
creepy cake sale, abominable arts and craft activities, spooky storytelling, fang-tastic photo studio, campfire sing-along, treasure hunt, wheel of fortune, face-painting and temporary tattoos, performances by
school choir and Fit Kids hip-hop dance troupe, and the ever-popular Wrap-a-Mummy contest, it was an
enormously varied and enjoyable event, that attracted huge crowds not just from the school community,
but also from the wider Skerries community. A wonderful array of high quality, locally produced crafts was
available to buy, and it was great to see some members of both the student and parent communities
within the school making their first foray into running a stall to display their crafting talents. We raised
over €2000 which will put towards the school IT fund. The event was such a success that the PTA have
decided to make it a permanent fixture of our calendaR and vowed to make it even bigger and better next
year!! Thank you to all who attended and made the day so successful!!
What a load of Mummies!!!

School Disco photos

Happy, smiling faces at the Discos!

After School Club News
The after school clubs got off to a great start this
year. We ran 22 clubs per week and had 234
children taking part. We had a great range of
clubs this term so there was something for
everybody – those who are sporty, creative,
musical, questioning and innovative.
It was great to have our regular clubs such as art,
science, lego, ukulele and basketball back. This
term however, we were delighted to have some
new clubs to offer. Conor ran an athletics club
which was hugely successful. Rosie ran a new
craft and sewing club for all of our budding
crafters. Our chess club was back again this term
- from what we hear, Gerry has a super way of
teaching the kids how to strategically move their
‘Bishops’ and ‘Rooks’. Yoga took the children on
some interesting, mindful adventures with
Magda. Bobby ran a new golf club where the
children learned the basics of the golf swing – we
are just glad he used soft golf balls for this !!
The aim of the after school clubs is to provide fun
for all of our children while they are learning a

new skill. We are so lucky to have the use of our
lovely school to run the clubs. It is great then
that we can use the money raised by the clubs
to buy new equipment for the school. At the
end of last year we were able to donate €1000
to the IT equipment fund. This year we donated
€500 to purchase PE equipment and we are in
the process of buying digital cameras and
memory cards to be used in the classroom – a
really useful thing for the children to have
access to for project making, school trips, etc.
Everybody benefits from the clubs.
We will be back after Christmas for our spring
term of clubs which will run for a 10 week
period. There will be some new clubs on offer
so get thinking about what you might like to do
next term.
Finally we would like to thank Tomas, Sharon,
Marius and all of the staff who, as always, have
helped and supported us in running the clubs.
Ciara, Carmel and Joanne.

Budding Van Goghs in our Art Club (no cutting off ears please!)

Imagination
+ Lego =
amazing
creations in
Lego Club!

Our Students’ Achievements…
Huge congratulations to Joseph in 5th
Class for coming 1st in the"Silver Fleet" at
Skerries Sailing Club for the racing season.
Well done Joseph!

Enormous congratulations to Keren for
winning a Silver Medal at the North Leinster
Regional Irish Dancing Championships! Way
to go Keren!

Massive congratulations to Gráinne in 3rd class
who got through the auditions for Malahide’s Got
Talent. She is the youngest person to qualify. She
will sing at the competition on 29th January 2017.
Gráinne says: “I was excited and nervous to go to
the audition. There were Judges. And they were
looking at me. They didn't say anything. That made
me very nervous. I couldn't tell if I made it. But
when I finished I was happy I did it and it was over.
It was hard not knowing what they thought. I had
to wait a week before we got news that I got it!
Yay! I will sing my song, the best that I can. I hope I
get a prize, but even if I don't, I know it will be so
much fun! I am so excited I can't wait! This is going
to be amazing! ". Good luck Gráinne!

Gigantic congratulations to Roisin in 4th
class who got to play Half Time Heroes on
Saturday 10th December with her under-10s
teammates at the Leinster Rugby ground
during the Leinster A's match against
Scarlets. Keep on scoring those trys Roisin!!

Mega congratulations to Joe in 3rd class
and Aaron in 2nd class who’s soccer team
won the Violet League Under 9s in the
North Dublin Schoolboy/girls League. Nice
playing lads!

What a talented bunch of kids there are at Skerries
Educate Together National School!!
Happy Holidays everyone!!!

