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A Chairde go leir,
We’ve just had our end-of-year assemblies so the
feel-good factor is high in the building. It’s great, as
ever, to see children being acknowledged for their
hard work and for so many people to be present to
pay witness to celebrating their success. The more
mature members of those gathered were clearly
moved by the lovely singing of the junior classes
with their rendition of Dreams That Children
Dream. (Sometimes I think we get softer instead of
stronger as we get older.)
So, ‘What’s next?’ I find myself thinking. Well, we
have our incoming Junior Infants day for those
new children and their parents. We also have our
Sports Day coming up. Perhaps one of the biggest
days of the year - our 6th class graduation, another
celebration/emotional hurdle - is fast approaching.
So, a busy time ahead for all of us – children, PA,
teachers, Special Needs Assistants, Board
members and of course our school secretary and
caretaker. So I’d like to say a big Thank-you to
everyone and at the same time a big ‘Let’s keep
going here’.
Next year we expect the number of pupils in our
school to rise to over 300. We will also be
welcoming another nine pupils into Seolta as we
open our second class there. The dynamic
undoubtedly changes as the school becomes
bigger. The challenge for us all, in whatever role
we may find ourselves to be, is to engage with the
school in a way that is productive and satisfying
and at the same time respectful and considerate of

all others engaged with the school. If we can stay on
that path then we stand the chance of really making
our school a special place where children enjoy
learning and feel valued.
Well done again to all the children who work so hard
and who bring so much joy with them in the normal
comings and goings each day. You are a fantastic
group of young people and I know that we adults feel
very proud and honoured to be in your company on a
daily basis. I hope you all have a great holiday and
have lots of interesting stories to tell us in September.
Bainigi go leir sult as an Samhradh.
Go raibh maith agaibh,

Tomás

School closes on Tuesday 30th June at 11.40am for
the Summer break and reopens on Tuesday 1st
September at 8.30am. Have a great holiday
everyone!
School’s out for Summer!

Hansel and Gretel: 21st century version
Written by former student Tumi
Class of 2014
Hansel and Gretel were slowly walking along a dark
forest path where they have been abandoned by their
parents. "Hansel?" said Gretel. "Yeah?" Hansel replied,
"did you bring any pebbles to guide us home by the
moonlight?" Gretel asked. "No, step mother locked me
in the house last night." "Okay, what about
breadcrumbs?" she asked. "You know we're a gluten
free dysfunctional family." "Have you brought
anything, Hansel?" she asked, rather irritated. "Well,
I've got my smart phone." Hansel shrugged. "Yes!"
Gretel exclaimed "We'll be in time for father's
sauerbraten and strudel!" "No, I really need some
space from stepmother," Hansel said "not to mention
years of Freudian therapy for my abandonment
issues." "But we're not lost, right?" she asks. "Nein. I've
got a GPS tracker." Hansel reassures, "all of Bavaria can
find us!" Gretel sniffs the air.. it smells.. like chocolate?
"Hansel, do you smell chocolate?" Gretel asks. "Bing
Maps says there's a witches candy lair dead ahead." He
replies. "Let us partake in a dessert smorgasbord." She
says happily.

order for a large Hawaiian." He says. "That's for
me." Hansel calls from the closet. She grabs some
money from her broom, hands it to him and slams
the door. "Just for that, my pretties, I shall eat you
slowly.." Another knock on the door, the witch
answers. It's the locksmith. "Someone call a
locksmith?" he says. "No." the witch says. "Yes."
Hansel calls out from the closet. "Um, that's the
TV." The witch says to the locksmith. Behind the
locksmith, a Chinese deliveryman appears. "I have
an order of kung pao chicken and fried rice." He
says. The witch says to the closet, "wasn't the pizza
enough?" "We couldn’t pick." Gretel says. A
youthful teen with headphones turns up at the
door. "Where do you want me to set up?" the DJ
asks. "And who might you be?" the witch asks the
DJ, completely impassive. "He's DJ-twenty one. Our
DJ. My friends love dancing." Hansel says from the
closet. "What friends?" the witch asks, irritated.
"The ones I tweeted about the party." Hansel says
as if it's the most obvious thing in the world.

Gretel and Hansel set off to the witch's house to
commence eating her roof. The witch - with poor
eyesight, comes outside. "Who is eating my house?!"
yells the witch. "I, Hansel and my sister, Gretel." Hansel
says. "Guten tag. I am Gretel-" she pauses and looks at
the warts on her face, "are your warts real?" she asks.
"You look tired, children," the witch ignores Gretel.
"Why don’t you come in and rest by the fire?" The
witch's voice softens. "'By' the water or 'in' it? If it's in
the latter, we'd rather stay and eat your doorknobs."
Hansel remarks. "By the fire, of course," the witch says
"now, come in."

Hansel's friends arrive and push their way in. The
music starts playing. A man and woman appear at
the front door. "We're looking for our children,
Hansel and Gretel. We know they're here." The
woman says. "Oh, take them, please." The witch
sighs. "Heavens no, we came for the party!" she
says and she and the man walk in. "That's it! I'm
turning you all into frogs!" the witch yells. "Well
that would ruin our first date." An elderly man says.
"Our first what-now?" the witch says surprised. "I
posted you on Match.com." Gretel says from the
closet. "I don’t-" the witch starts "You're even
prettier in person." The elderly man cuts her off.
"Oh, why thank you," the witch blushes. "Want to
see my flying monkeys?" they walk off to another
room. "Can Hansel and I come out now?" Gretel
yells from inside the closet, "I want to nosh on a
window."

"Do you have any movies?" Gretel asks. "Of course!
Anything you want; Disney, Pixar.." the witch
reassures. "Have you got 'Finding Nemo'?" Gretel asks.
"She loves that movie." Hansel says. "I love that
movie." Gretel repeats, almost as if she were Hansel's
echo. "I heard the boy the first time." The witch says
exasperated. "My brother's name is Hansel." Gretel
says. "Jesus child, are you thick? Show's over, get into
the closet." "Our beds are there?" Gretel asks. "With
Nemo sheets and dancing unicorns, now go." The kids
go into the closet. The witch starts to boil water in her
cauldron.
After several minutes there's a knock on her door,
interrupting her cackle. It's the pizza delivery guy. "An

THE END.

Some work from Deirdre’s 2nd class…
I went to Australia for Christmas.
By Caolan
I went to Australia for Christmas. My cousins
came too. The day after we arrived in Australia
we went to Cairns. Cairns is one of the hottest
places in Australia. My nanny came too. We
went to one of my aunty and uncles houses. We
visited a water park when we were in Australia.
For Christmas we got lots of presents. I got a
laptop! I went to another of my cousins’ houses
when my cousins were in Buxton. In Buxton we
had a boat race! The worst boat we made
actually won the race!!! On the last day in
Australia most of my family went to Zipland
park. My favourite part about that was when my
cousin got stuck on the Zipline. I really enjoyed
my holiday in Australia!!!

Africa
By Keva
In Africa they do lots of dances. There is a
different type of food there but I don’t eat it.
They do a lot of hip hop dances there, mostly
boys do hip hop. There are a lot of talented
singers there too. A lot of people in Africa sing all
the time. When people are about to eat they
pray. Most of the time people in Cameroon
speak French. I don’t really know how to speak
French so my Mum and Dad teach me. The
capital of Cameroon is Yaoundé. Lots of people
live there and there are many types of big
houses. They have big party’s there and they
have pretty dresses and shoes. Once my Mum’s
mum had a dress, it had loads of designs on it.
The colours on my party dress were yellow,
orange, blue and green. Their writing is much
different to ours but It is like our joint-looped
writing. They made lovely styles of bags in
Africa. My mum always buys them because she
shops a lot there!!!!

Beautiful artwork

Some collages!

Jackson Pollock’s got nothing on 2nd class!

Second and Third class school tour
By Brandon
Hello. I am here to tell you about our school
tour. It was in Ardgillan. It was so much fun! We
went rock climbing, grass sledging, playing
archery and paint balling. On Friday it is Sports
day. I can hardly wait. It is nearly the end of the
school year and the summer holidays are
coming!!!! It is going to be so much fun!!

Trying their hands at Van Gogh’s sunflowers too!

1st Class Trip to Causey Farm

Skerries Educate Together NS
School Shop

We all had a great day bog jumping, visiting the farm
animals and singing songs while we completed an
obstacle course. We even got to see a calf 10
minutes after it had been born. It was a great day!

Look at the tiny calf!

Our school shop will be opening soon. It will be
run by children from 5th class for children from
1st to 6th and will sell a variety of writing
materials. Our price list is published below and
will also be published on our school website.
Keep an eye out for additional items which will
be added over time, such as colouring pencils.
Remember children from 1st class need to
provide their own writing materials, so make
sure that you stock up for the next school year.
We will open the shop for the first time on
Monday 29th June and we will be open on the
first two days of the new school year in
September.
Our Price List
HB pencil…………55c
Red pen………..60c
Black pen……….60c
Eraser……….50c
Pencil parer………..30c
Helix plastic ruler 15cm……€1.50
Helix plastic ruler 30cm…..€2

Mud, mud, glorious mud!

Parents - please note that this is a service run by
children for children. If you wish your child to
purchase something, just give them the money
and they will be given an opportunity each week
to use the shop.

New Secondary Educate Together School in the
Balbriggan area.
Parents - do you know that a new Educate
Together Secondary school will open in Balbriggan
in September 2016?
Oink, oink!!

If you would like to consider sending your child
there in the future please visit:
http://www.educatetogether.ie/balbriggan-2016

Parents’ Association News
Well, we’re approaching the end of an action-packed
year, so we in the Parents’ Association would like to
take this opportunity to thank you all for your
amazing support. We’ve had recording-breaking
fundraising events; not just one, but two student
discos in December; another win in the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, and lots of fun and camaraderie along
the way. Looking back in particular over the last
three months, here are the highlights.
Spring Raffle
The Spring Raffle took place on the last day of the
spring term, Friday 27th March, with high excitement
running throughout the school as students sat,
tickets in hand, waiting to see if Tomás would call
out their name as a prize-winner. The excitement
was understandable, as we had an amazing array of
prizes on offer, ranging from a huge hamper of
Easter eggs, courtesy of Glanmore Foods, to gift
vouchers from OutDoor Dublin, X-treme.ie, Seasons,
Storm in a Tea-cup and The Bubble Room, beauty
hampers from Brady’s and McMeel’s pharmacies,
and all kinds of other goodies, to suit every age and
taste. We had a total of 70 delighted prize-winners
(see the list below), while those who were unlucky
on the day consoled themselves with the now
traditional rice-krispie cakes provided by PA
members. It was a fantastic day, and raised a total
of €960 profit: another wonderful outcome.
Everyone in the PA would like to sincerely thank
both the prize donors (also listed below) and the
parents and students supported the event by buying
tickets. Special thanks also to our MC, Tomás, who
did a fantastic job, as ever.
School Photographs
A photographer from Lafayette Photography visited
the school on Tuesday 21st April, and photographed
all the students, both individually, in sibling
groupings, and class groupings. It was a hectic day
for Anna and Suzannah, who co-ordinated the day
on behalf of the PA, and who ran the length and
breadth of the school many times over. The
students seemed to enjoy the opportunity to dress
up and smile for the camera. We very much hope
that you were happy with the outcomes, and
particular thanks to Sharon for all her hard work in
helping to ensure that the whole process ran
smoothly. We hope to move the school photograph
sittings to the autumn term from now on, to
alleviate some of the financial burden for parents in
the final term.

Road Safety Campaign
As most of you will be aware, the issue of road safety
outside the school gates has been a matter of concern
to everyone within our school community, ever since
the school was opened. The stumbling block to
progress lies in the fact that the road is currently
privately owned, and until such time as Fingal County
Council assumes ownership of the road, it is unable to
put in place any traffic management and road safety
measures to ensure our collective safety. With the help
of a large number of parents, and the support of the
school, we instigated a letter-writing campaign in late
April, asking senior staff and Councillors in Fingal
County Council to put pressure on the developer to
expedite the necessary road works, to bring an end to
the treacherous current situation.
The good news is that, finally, there has been some
progress, with the developer of Barnageeragh Cove
(the current road owner) informing Aisling O’Connell,
Chair of the board of management that the process of
completing the road has now commenced. This
process, when finished, will bring the road up to the
standard required to enable the transfer of ownership
to the County Council.
Road works are due to commence in early August,
involving re-surfacing, road marking, completion of
footpaths, and lighting installation. After this phase of
work has been finalised, Fingal County Council will
assume ownership, and will become responsible for
installing road signage and safety measures. Overall,
the estimated completion date is somewhere in midNovember 2015.
As a consequence, unfortunately this means that the
road works will be ongoing when the new school year
begins, on 1st September, and for over two months into
the autumn term. Throughout this period, the safety of
every member of our school community will be of
paramount concern both to the school management
and the Parents’ Association, and therefore, we would
strongly recommend that parents dropping children off,
and picking them up use the Eurospar carpark, for the
duration of these works. We would further strongly
recommend that people use the pedestrian crossing at
the traffic lights, when crossing to and from the school.
The school will be in ongoing contact with the
developer and his site foreman to make sure that the
health and safety of the entire school community is
prioritised throughout this process. As and when we
have any further updates for you, we will communicate
these via the PA Facebook page.

Many thanks for your understanding and cooperation. Hopefully a little short-term pain in
terms of traffic and parking disruption will lead to
long-term gain for us all in the alleviation of our
long-running safety concerns.
Sponsored Walk
The sponsored walk took place on Thursday 28th
May. We made it around the route in good time,
spurred on by the threat of rain. Everyone enjoyed
the exercise, although some of the younger students
were beginning to feel the strain in their legs by the
end of it. Luckily, there were delicious platters of
fruit and bottles of water awaiting the students
when they returned to their classrooms, so energy
was restored before lessons resumed. And every
student received a certificate, to acknowledge their
participation.
The money is still being counted, but it’s looking like
we raised around €1,500, so well done and thank
you to everyone who took part. Particular thanks to
the parents who helped with the event, whether by
preparing the fruit platters, or by helping supervise
the students during the walk. Thanks also to the
staff members who participated, and supervised.
New Junior Infants’ Parent Event
We had the great pleasure of welcoming the parents
of the incoming Junior Infants class of 2015 at their
induction day on Tuesday 16th June. Some familiar
faces were there (parents of children with older
siblings in the school), mixed in with many new
faces. As the children got to meet the teachers, and
familiarised themselves with their new classrooms
and class-mates, we did our best to ease any
parental nerves with home-baked goodies, tea and
coffee in the hálla. Happily, it seemed to work, as
everyone mingled and chatted, and Tomás
welcomed the new parents into the school
community. We very much look forward to getting
to know the new children and parents next year.

Sixth Class Graduation
But as one new door opens, another one closes. So it is
with a great sense of pride, and a large lump in our
throats, that we are preparing to say goodbye to our
sixth class students (and some of their parents) on
Thursday 25th June, at the sixth class graduation
ceremony. We hope you all thoroughly enjoy your big
day, and we wish you all every success in your new
schools, and in everything you do in the future. We
hope you put Amelia’s chocolate fountain to very good
use on the day!!
Fundraising Outcomes
By supporting our various fundraising initiatives
throughout this school year, you have helped us to
stage, or participate in a range of events for the
students, including the school discos, the school’s entry
in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and the Sixth Class
Graduation ceremony. But your generosity has also
helped us to purchase new outdoor board-games for
the senior playground; to commission a new noticeboard to enhance communication throughout the
school community; to contribute towards the
completion of the Outdoor Classroom; and to further
equip the school library with much needed additional
shelving, essential maintenance equipment, and new
books for the year ahead.
This year’s fundraising effort has been so successful
that we do have some surplus funds available, which
we are holding in reserve for next year. We have big
plans in terms of future projects, so we’ll need every
euro and cent to make these happen. We look forward
to telling you more about what we hope to achieve in
the new school year.
Keep in Touch
Don’t forget you can get in touch with us either by
using the Facebook page (log onto Facebook, search for
“Skerries ET Parents’ Association” and click “join”) or by
emailing us on skerriesedtogpa@gmail.com.
And if you feel that next year is the year you'd like to
get involved with the PA, please let us know. The more
the merrier! Enjoy the summer!

Spring raffle 2015
prize donors
Glanmore Foods
McMeel’s Pharmacy
Inspired Image Ltd.

Message in a Bottle
Bobby (Senior Infants, Jenny’s class) has a new pen pal – thanks
to a big wave and a lot of luck!
In April, Bobby (5) wrote a letter all about himself, his school,
his favourite subjects and his hobbies (and included an email
address), which he put it in a glass bottle and threw into the sea
at the harbour, in his hometown of Rush.

Brady’s Pharmacy
Eurospar
Reddin’s Office Supplies
Gerry’s Fresh Foods
The Bubble Room
Raymar Hairdressing
Salon
Boulder Media
Skerries Bookshop
Storm in a Teacup
Seasons
Xtreme.ie@Courtlough
iloveitmummy.com
OutDoor Dublin

Two weeks later, amazingly, he received an email – all the way
from England! Bobby’s message in a bottle had braved stormy
wind and waves and travelled across the Irish Sea, washing up
on the shore in Anglesey in Wales – over 110 kilometres away.
There, it was picked up by a Grandfather, who passed it on to
his Grandson, seven-year-old William. William wrote Bobby an
email explaining how his letter had then travelled another 275
kilometres (by road) from Anglesey to his home town of Oxford.
Despite one supporting Liverpool and the other supporting Man
City, Bobby and William have decided to become old fashioned
pen pals and have begun writing letters to each other, instead
of sending emails – or playing Minecraft.
Not only have the two boys been able to share all of their news,
and their mutual love of Lego, but it’s also been great practice
for Bobby’s hand writing, ensuring his homework for Jenny is
improving too.
And it turns out William has family in County Mayo, so the two
boys are planning to meet up this summer – maybe even on the
same beach where their friendship began.

Very Important Parties

Thank you!

Bobby with his bottle!

April Birthdays
Emma, Sofia, Jude, Queen, Aaron, Amelia, Joe, Isabel, Kaori, Aaron, Evie, Lydia, Eoin,
Sophie, Finn & James
May Birthdays
Callie, Pádraic, Fenna, Krzysztof, Tommaso, Lucy, Greta, Isaac, James, Aoife, Jane, Jamie,
Ultan, Luke, Karen, Valerija, Daithí, Kieron, Sedriks, Caelan, Tomisin and Emilia.
June Birthdays
Julia, Yuri, Faustina, Eimear, Cian, Jayden, Mathilde, Calvin, Zuzanna, Melody, Joanna,
Tom, Esmé, Caolieann, Cian, Brandon, Jack, Brian, Matthew, Roisín, Valerie, Leila, Taylor,
Courtney, Molly, Trésor, Glen, Keith and Rois.

Match of the Day
Skerries E.T. vs Bracken E.T.

Commentary by Nina from 6th class
At the start we gathered all the classes that were
participating in the soccer match and we got into a
small and stuffy bus. Everyone in the bus was very
excited for their first match and hoping their team
would win. Then everyone started doing some
warm ups and practicing.

Bracken is four goals ahead of our team. Now
it’s half time.

Match 1
The match had only started about 5 minutes ago
and Bracken already had 2 goals. When Jackie
came running in. Jackie got us our goal.

At the last minute Jackie scored us our second
goal and the game ends. In team 1 there was:

The score to Bracken goes up and up.
2 goals to Bracken…
3 goals to Bracken…

The game is back on and the teams have
swapped sides. Bracken then go on to score a
goal. But Ryan catches the ball.

Aleksa, Reno, Caelan, Ava, Eoin, Evelyn, Cian,
Sam, Jackie, Tresor.
Match 2
Skerries were 3-0 down at half time but scored
two goals in the second half from Harry and
Danny.

4 goals to Bracken…

The final score was the same as last match, 5-2.
In team 2 there was:

Then its 5 points to Bracken!

Emmanuel, Rois, Finn, Glen, Tomisson, Nataniel,
Luke, Harry, Danny, Hassan.

The Medical Unicorn
A short story by Luca in Dara’s class

One day a chocolate bar came up to an alien and said
“hello bogey-man” and ran away. And good thing he did
because this alien just so happened to be War Lord
Watjamacallit Fart-Face. Lord Watjamacallit
immediately declared war on the candy tribes of
Woompa-Doop. When the tribes received the news,
they fled to Pluto and prepared for war. That’s how the
medical unicorn got into healing people when they got
fatally injured. The aliens had ray guns and explosive
gelatine charges. The candy tribes had marshmallow
grenades, jelly mortars and jaw-breaker rifles.

cannot heal themselves so it was an extremely bad
situation.
That night the aliens had a party because they had
injured the medical unicorn. The candy tribes were
so annoyed that they stole some fireworks and shot
them at the aliens’ camp. The medical unicorn went
to a unicorn healer and she got healed up and the
next day they won the war because the aliens were
drunk.
The End

One day the medical unicorn was out in the front lines
healing up a few candy canes, when an alien chucked
an explosive gelatine charge at the medical unicorn and
it blew up. Now everyone knows medical unicorns

Jenny and Lauren’s class trip to Wooly Wards Farm

A good time was had by all!

After School Club News
We have come to the end of another successful term
of Afterschool Clubs - much fun was had by all! This
term we ran 22 Clubs and had approx 150 children
taking part.

instruments are available to the kids to borrow for
the course of the clubs term so it really is a great
opportunity for them to try out these instruments
without having to go to the great expense of buying
one.

As well as providing hours of entertainment for the
kids in the clubs we were happy to be able to use
some of the money raised by the clubs for very
worthy causes! We funded the schools entry into the
Soundwaves Lego Art Competition at a cost of €300.
We have also donated the profit made on our Library
Club of €390 to the School Library Fund to be spent on
new books for all the kids in the school to enjoy.
Our newly expanded committee is already looking
ahead to our Autumn 2015 term. It would be lovely to
see the return of some of the music clubs – keyboard,
guitar – and we would remind parents that

We have some exciting ideas for new clubs and we
are always happy to hear your ideas too - so if any of
you out there have hidden talents that you could
share with the kids by running a club do let us know.
Finally we would like to thank Tomas, Sharon,
Marius and all the staff who have helped and
supported us in running the clubs again this year.
We are looking forward to next term’s clubs – we
hope you are too!
The Afterschool Clubs Committee

Jottings from Creative Writing Club
Things for the Secrets of A.W.W.

By Alina
Water for: Falling things. Waterfall.
Mud for: A little house.
Leaves for: A house’s rooftop.
Flowers for: A back-garden of a house.
Tree House for: Us. For a place.
Bottles for: A finished house. For fish.
Acrostic Poem
By Lara
Hatred fills the air.
Our troubles have arrived.
Most do it with gritted teeth.
Everyone dislikes
Work of the home.
Oh homework: why are you so cruel?
Run for the hills
Kids of all ages!
Couplet
By Daniel
There was once a dog named Pete.
He liked to sit on a log and eat.

Mr. Marshmallow
By Joseph
Hello fellow.
Do you like pillows?
But I like yellow.
Because I am a
marshmallow!
A Cat is a Fish
By Niall
A cat is a fish.
Cats are catastrophe.
Cat fur is dog skin.
Black cats are bad
Luck.
Ramity
By Delta
Species: Preepom
Best friend: Puff
Likes cake.
An angel in disguise.
Green short hair.
Pale skin.
White dress.
Quiet.

Haiku
By Darragh
Ninjas have weapons.
Shiny, very strong weapons.
Yes, ninjas are strong.
Curse
By Emily
May you get struck by lightning
while getting attacked by an
iguana!
Elephants
By Sean
Seventeen of us have
Elephants as pets.
Are elephants hard to keep...
Near jelly?
Gravyku
By Kate
The gravy drips down.
'Clean that gravy up', said Mum.
I ran away fast.

Home School Community
Liaison Update
Our school was recently informed that we will be
entitled to a full time Home School Community Liaison
teacher from September 2015. This is an increase to the
part time post that we currently share with Bracken
Educate Together.
We are very excited about the opportunity that this
presents to our school. However, it unfortunately
means that we will be saying goodbye to Orla Farrell
who has been working with us in this role. Orla has
worked tirelessly to strengthen the bonds that exist
between the parent community and the school. She has
thrown herself into school life in Skerries and has
always worked with professionalism and dedication. We
wish Orla all the best in Bracken E.T. and greatly
appreciate the work she has done for our school.
We are very happy that David O’Neill will be taking up
the role of HSCL Teacher on a fulltime basis from
September.

For anyone who would like to know more about the
Home School Community Liaison scheme it would be
useful to click on the following link:
https://www.education.ie/en/SchoolsColleges/Services/DEIS-Delivering-Equality-ofOpportunity-in-Schools-/des_hscl.pdf

Soundwaves Lego Art
Competition
By Emily
My name is Emily and I took part in the
Soundwaves Lego competition. There were three
schools participating - St.Patricks, Realt na Mara
and our school. Gina was our mentor – each
school had an artist mentor to help us.
We met a few times to decide what to do, we had
many ideas – some of them we either didn’t have
enough Lego or enough time to do it. So then we
all decided to do a 2D picture. Then we thought of
the Mona Lisa by Leonardo Di Vinci. We all
agreed on this idea and off we went.
The Builders involved were me, Kate, Lara, Sam,
Eoin & Niall. Over two weeks we met in one of our
houses a couple of times a week to work on it, it
was great fun. The most difficult part was
mapping out where we had to put the Lego pieces.
First thing we did was map a grid of the picture &
work out which colours to use and plan where
each colour would go. We started in the middle
and worked outwards. It was interesting and
exciting to see the face appear. It was hard work
but fun and we got to play with our friends. We
made an artist palette with blobs of paint made
out of Lego.
It was fun on the day of the competition but we
didn’t win. We were all upset but the other
schools did a great job too - a house from the film
“Up” won and it was cool.
We are already planning what to do for next year!
The finished work will be presented to the school
and will be on display soon….

Our students’ achievements…

Massive congratulations to Daphney for
coming 1st in the Under 10s 200m in the Dublin
Community Games for the 2nd time in a row! Woohoo!!

Huge congratulations to Keva and Daphney for
being half of the winning u10 4×100 relay team at the
same Community Games.
You’re champions girls!

Enormous congratulations to Niall for being
voted Player of the Year by his Under 10s team mates. He
received the Players Player of the Year trophy from
Skerries Town Football Club.

The Last Word with Sean….
ZIP! Did you see that? That thing that flew by
there? That was another term, another school year.

Whoosh! Gone. Another school-load of children
finishing another important stage in their educational
journey. Another year of the teachers and staff
guiding, helping, pushing, cajoling them through it.
Another year of deep parental involvement and
support. Another year, another year...
And of course another batch of amazing 6th class kids
ready for stage 2 of their young educational lives.
They really are amazing but I'll admit I'm biased
because one of those kids is mine. My first to finish
primary school... I swear, somebody is chopping
onions around here... But I couldn't be happier
because it's obvious to me that she and her class

mates are so solidly grounded, not merely in the
narrow academic sense, but in terms of the
broadest definition of education which builds
character.
They are going to do us proud.
Another year, another year. Soon the Autumn
leaves will fall and we'll do it all again. The children
will insist on growing up a bit more and that's as it
should be. But I have two requests:
1. Can we stop fast-forwarding and just press pause
for a minute?
2. Can whoever's doing it, please stop chopping
onions?!
Have a great Summer everyone!

Eclectic Picnic
Sunday 20th September
So we're going to have the 'official' opening of
the Outdoor Classroom next September and
what better way to celebrate outdoors than
with a picnic. Really simple: everybody bring a
picnic, picnic blanket and whatever other foodrelated paraphernalia you like that does NOT
involve setting fire to anything or a license to
serve alcohol. We want to see Kielbasa and Puff
Puff and Ham Sandwiches to beat the band.
Bring extra for our Sharing Table.

We're thinking a nice, low-key, festive event where
the adults socialise and the kids have fun together.
It will be a hoot and a fitting celebration of the
culmination of the efforts of so many parents and
in particular our teacher who is on leave at the
moment - Jean.
So mark Sunday 20th September in your diaries.
Craic will be had.

