Skerries Educate Together National School

Mobile Phone Policy (2022)
Introduction
The possession and use of mobile phones and other electronic devices with “smart” capabilities is now extensive among Irish primary school children. In this policy, the term “mobile phone” refers to phones or other devices with similar functions. Appropriate use of mobile phone technology is welcomed at Skerries ETNS and overall, the device is seen as a valuable educational tool. Many features such as Calculator, Calendar, Voice Recorder and even Alarms are very useful. However, it is recognised that there are many potential problems with inappropriate use and some of these are listed in the Rationale section below.
Rationale

This policy is necessitated by the increasing potential for inappropriate use of mobile phones within the school community. Some examples are as follows:
· Mobile phones can be valuable items and might render a pupil vulnerable to theft.
· Mobile phones (and their cost and level of sophistication – or otherwise) can make pupils objects of envy or disparagement and could have implications with regard to discipline and potential bullying.
· Even when apparently silent, the use of mobiles phones for texting purposes could be potentially undermining of classroom discipline.
· Use of the newer phones with integrated cameras could lead to child protection and data protection issues with regard to inappropriate capture, use or distribution of images.
· Mobile phones may be used to conduct bullying campaigns.
· Many of the above issues also pertain to other electronic devices and these can also be very intrusive, distracting and antisocial in a school environment.

· Strategies will be put in place to reduce the intrusiveness of unauthorised technology in a school situation.
Relationship to School Ethos

Our school ethos and mission states that our school provides a safe and caring place to come and learn. We aim to develop and nurture the abilities of all children who attend this school to their fullest potential and we are child centred in our approach to education. 

The misuse of mobile phones is not compatible with these goals or the general school ethos.

Aims

· To inform all members of our school community about the appropriate use of mobile phones at our school 

· To outline the procedures and processes of this policy
Guidelines for Children

· The Board encourages parents to request that children leave mobile phones at home as they are valuable and may be lost or stolen. Where a pupil does bring a phone to school, it must be switched off during the school day and must not be used for any purpose on the school premises or during off-site school activities (such as school tours or sports activities).
· Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency, the school office remains the first point of contact and can ensure your child is reached quickly and helped in any way required. 

· Where a parent deems it essential for their child to have a phone at school, the following will apply:

1. All phones brought to school must have a sticky label on the back with the child’s name and classroom number.
2. The phone must be turned off before entering the school grounds.
3. Phones which are not turned off will be confiscated and returned at the end of the school day. Parents/guardians will be contacted to request that their child follows the school mobile phone policy so that phone privileges are not withdrawn.
4. Where a pupil is found to be using a mobile phone for a second time, the phone will be confiscated and only returned to a parent/guardian. 

5. The school will not be liable for the replacement of lost, stolen or damaged devices.

6. Inappropriate use of a mobile phone will be viewed as “serious misbehaviour” in accordance with the School Behaviour Policy.
7. Taking photographs or video footage of other pupils or staff-members, or sharing inappropriate messages will be regarded as “serious misbehaviour” and sanctions will apply in accordance with the School Behaviour Policy.
8. If images of other pupils or staff-members have been taken, the phone will not be returned to the pupil until the images have been removed by the pupil in the presence of a teacher.

9. If a staff-member has reason to believe that a mobile phone has unsuitable material stored on it, pupils will be required to hand over the phone to a teacher and parents will be asked to collect it from the school. Where there is a suspicion that the material stored may provide evidence relating to a criminal offence, the phone will be handed over to the Gardaí for further investigation. Parents will be informed in such circumstances.
10. The school accepts no responsibility for phones lost or stolen by pupils while travelling to or from school.

School Trips and Outings
· Children are not permitted to bring mobile phones with them on school trips and tours.  A contact number will be provided for parents to contact the teacher while on the trip.

· Children may not bring cameras or devices with picture/recording capability with them on school tours.

Guidelines for Staff

· Staff working directly with children must keep their phones on ‘silent’ and stored discretely during teaching time/yard duty.

· Phone calls may not be made or taken and text messages may not be sent or read during teaching time/yard duty unless in exceptional circumstances, and where the staff member has informed a member of the ISM team, where possible. Web browsing or social media activity is strictly prohibited during contact time. 
· If a staff member needs to make/take an important call they may organise supervision for their pupils and leave the room to do so. 

· Staff members who use their mobile phones/smart devices to take photographs of pupils or their work must consult the Data Protection policy in this regard. All such photos must be deleted by the end of that week. Staff are also responsible for ensuring that all such photos are also deleted from their ‘recently deleted’ album, where relevant. School cameras for this purpose are preferred where possible.
· Teachers are asked to use the school landline (office phone or phones available in SET rooms) when contacting parents rather than personal mobile phones where possible.
Ratification and review

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management and will be reviewed in January 2025 or earlier if necessary.
Signed ______________  (Chairperson).      Date____________.

Signed ______________  (Principal).      Date____________.

